Well, here we are again at the end of another successful year at Bank Farm RDA and Christmas approaching very fast. Our ponies will now have a well deserved rest over the Christmas holiday, hopefully we will miss the worst of the winter weather. It is no fun for riders, ponies or helpers when it is, raining, windy and muddy.

 

A big Thank You to all the volunteers at Bank Farm RDA because, without your support we would not be able to help our riders. Happy Christmas to all of you, see you in the New Year. Anne Coney

 

 

Pony News: We have a new Shetland pony to replace Honey, her name is Kobe and we hope she will enjoy her time at Bank Farm. When she has got used to us, she likes being scratched rather than patted.! Teddy the Shetland foal is very friendly but please remember that he is just a little boy and he likes to nibble at anything—including you. Like with all our ponies we do not want him getting into bad habits so please do not feed him tit bits. Carrots etc can be put in their feeds.

 

 

News from Monday sessions. A big welcome to Frankie, Tommy, Lewis, Huw and Fiddah from Elmtree School who are not only learning to ride but also working on their ASDAN Horsecare certificate. A warm welcome to Graham Adcock, Gill Steel and Kate Gregory who are new helpers for Mondays.  Three children from Heritage School also enjoy riding on Monday and it is a delight to all to see the pleasure and benefit the children get out of riding the ponies.

A warm welcome goes to all our new Saturday helpers, Annabelle, Esther, Hannah, Helen, Matthew and Graham, some of whom are doing their voluntary service for D of E and others just for the sheer pleasure of helping children and enjoying the chance to be with our wonderful

ponies. Just a reminder if you are doing this for D of E that we expect you to help for at least 3 terms., not just your basic hours. 

 

Congratulations to Jane who is now a qualified RDA Instructor 

for Bank Farm RDA

Chloe and Gerard continue their training to become instructors, so please listen to what they are saying [not always easy on a windy day] and do what they ask you. We are trying out new ideas all the time to make it fun for both riders and helpers and we have some new equipment thanks to all your hard work saving the Tesco vouchers which we will be putting to use soon. We will be collecting these again in 2010

 

 

On the 21st October the first of the Supra Regional Conferences was held at Sandown Park Racecourse in Surrey. It was very well attended by the South-east, South and Greater London groups of RDA, Bank Farm had a very good attendance with Anne, Chloe, Kay C, Roisin, Mhairi Liz, and Kay L being able to listen to various speakers, meeting new people from other groups and gleaning new ideas. 

 

Did you know? Each year more than 18,000 dedicated  RDA volunteers give a total of more than 3.5 million hours of their time
 

Fund raising: Julia [Anne’s daughter] has very kindly arranged a quiz evening at Bellingdon Village Hall on 27 March 2010 . Tickets will be £8 each including food [bring your own drink] so start organising your teams now. Tickets available from Julia on 07761 431082.

Indian Meal! Bank Farm RDA are taking over the Rajasthan in Chesham on 25the January £20 per head plus drinks

 

 

We wish you all a

Very Happy Christmas

 

See you all again in 2010

 

