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      Bank Farm RDA Newsletter, December 2007

Firstly we welcome all our new riders and helpers on Monday and Saturday and a big thank to all the helpers as without you we could not run Bank Farm RDA.

We have also seen a change in our ponies. Peggy has settled in well and is loved by all; Jenny has also come into the group and is doing well. I am sure that Honey has enjoyed herself especially on Mondays when she has to be handicapped in every race. She might be small but she goes very fast.

Another big thank you to all who have helped with Tebay since his injury back in September. Tebay is now back at Buckland Common with Gaile, he has not recovered yet but we are optimistic.

We had to say goodbye to Bobby and Harry this year.

Steppy is not really enjoying RDA and so if you know anyone who would like to have him give Anne  a ring, he is only 9 and should be used more.

Bank Farm RDA had its 21st birthday party in September, the weather was good and we hope you all had a good time. 
We had a wonderful display of dressage from Erin Orford who started her horse riding career at Bank Farm, she now represents Great Britain at International level

 We have been fund raising hard this year and our biggest success was the raffle for the beautiful quilt which raised £2000.
The Golf Day raised £2809 a lot to do with the very generous bids in the auction.
There was also a birthday dinner which was held at Chartridge Golf Club; Anne turned her hand at being an auctioneer for the evening. The Matthews family bid hard against each other for 2 tickets for ‘Joseph’ which had been donated, and the whole event raised £982.  A great evening attended by riders, drivers, helpers and friends.   Gerard organised a slide show with photos that had been taken over the years

We now have a new fence by the school; this is for our safety and is working well. 

In October, Yvonne, John, Ros, Lynne and Kay attended the South Region RDA conference at the Berkshire Agricultural College with Anne as Regional Chair.

It was a very interesting day and we had two great demonstrations, the first giving tips on what to look for in a new RDA pony and also selecting the right pony for the right child. The second was a wonderful demonstration on driving ponies.   Ed Bracher, RDA Chief Executive and Vaughan Pearson in charge of fundraising came from National Office giving an update of activities at that end of the Association. 

It was the turn of Belfast, Northern Ireland to host the National AGM and Anne, Ros, Lynne and Kay attended this. Unfortunately the weather was wet for the first day but we all enjoyed the demonstrations and came back with new ideas and information that will help with the running of the group.

A reminder to all that we have a web site, you can find it at

www.bankfarmrda.org.uk. If you have any photos that you would like to share please send them to photo@bankfarmrda.org.uk
We know we have problems with the photo gallery, it is being fixed.

MONDAY SESSIONS will restart on the 21st January.

Mhairi is in charge, 01494 782870.  Should a decision have to be made to cancel due to bad weather this is done at 9.00 am.

Saturday Sessions, traditionally are later to start and this year it is after ½ term on the 24th February.   Any decision to cancel is made at Noon, so please contact Ros, 014940758443 if in doubt.

Many thanks go to Mhairi and Ros and all their helpers for their hard work and dedication running our riding sessions.

The Driving has closed down for the winter and it is likely next season we will only have Kylie.  The Christmas drivers’ lunch at Harewood Downs Golf Club is always a great fun event and we will run some more ‘Pub Do’s’ during the Spring to keep everyone in touch.

[image: image1.png]Do go onto our web site as it will be updated through the hard work of Kay, Gerard and Roisin and also the Regional one at www.southregion.org.uk.  It is a way for us to give you more information.

Another number you might like to have is Anne’s!

01494 758550, just in case you cannot get in touch with anyone else!

Our Riders from Heritage House are working hard on their eye hand co-ordination and this is improving in leaps and bounds, the Elmtree riders work towards their Grade 1 Test in their year.
Congratulations to George, Andrew, Andrew, Aisling, Ethan & Kimberly for gaining their Grade 1 in July
The Saturday riders are working on control, steering and balance using various movements such as circles and ½ circles together with the various equipment the Group has. 
Just to finish with a very big thank you to every one who has supported us during all our 21 years. 

Misbourne Matins Rotary Club, who made the Quilt, Round Table who bring Father Christmas and presents, Amersham Lions, The Education and General Trust, Barclays Bank, The Buckinghamshire Foundation, Lynwood Construction, The Matthews (Thomas D Grand parents) Sue Walton, Past Lady Captain and the Ladies of Harewood Downs Golf Club, the Group’s Trustees and so many more, without your help we would not exist.

Happy Christmas and a successful 2008.

[image: image2.jpg]


